Economic issues with new rheumatologic therapeutics.
Pharmacoeconomic evaluations are increasingly important in all aspects of medicine. In rheumatology, such studies have become all the more relevant following the introduction of highly effective biologic agents. Brought to the clinic initially for the treatment of rheumatoid arthritis, biologic agents have found expanded indication in other rheumatic diseases. Building upon a long tradition in rheumatology, recent studies have updated and expanded upon the costs of various rheumatic diseases. These studies set the stage for determining the value of newer therapies. As a result of the chronic nature of rheumatic diseases, pharmacoeconomic evaluations must be carried out over sufficiently long time frames. Therefore, methodologic issues continue to be an area of ongoing discussion. Finally, ongoing studies have estimated the cost-effectiveness of novel rheumatologic therapies, in particular the inhibitors of tumor necrosis factor. These studies have shown that in several clinical circumstances, tumor necrosis factor inhibitors can indeed have an incremental cost-efficacy within the range of generally accepted medical interventions. While many of these studies focused on rheumatoid arthritis, there is growing interest in pharmacoeconomic evaluations in other rheumatic diseases. Pharmacoeconomic evaluations are crucial to the optimal use of new therapies in rheumatology.